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| POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


The Muftd-i-Am of the Ist March joi oins with its contem- 
poraties in complaining that since the post-office has ceased 
to give receipts for parcels sent by post” ‘the public generally, 
and specially owners of presses and booksellers , have suffered 
great loss. . Government 1 is called up to sea to this. 


The Inglis: Gazette of the Qnd. Mareh coinplains: of. the 
delay im the delivéry- of letters addresséd to places at ‘a distance 
from a post-office. A letter addressed to the writer from 
Daranuggur Gunge (Bijnour) took no less than a fortnight to 
reach him at Balabalee Ghat, a distance of 20 kos. 


‘The: Benabes Akhbir of. the 4th March again draws the 
attention of the: municipal. committee of Benares to the bad 
mate of the lanes.of that city. . In.dome places, as Thannali 
Bhairon Nath, private sewers diseharge into. the sales ns 
in other places the pavement is broken. 


The Naiyir-i-Akhbdr of the Sth March says that the 
Mahomedansof Amreha (Moradabad) have drawn up a formal 
*greement. establishing the legality of the marriage of widows 
and vatina themselves to recognise such marriages. ocr 


(: 10: ) 


~The Allygurh Institute Gazette of the 6th March says that 
the Bombay riots prove the necessity of a special Act to pro- 
hibit the publication of books which attack the _— of wy 
section of the people. | 


The <Akhbdr-i-Anjuman-i-Punjdb of the 13th March 
would have religious works subject to the license of a com- 
mittee composed of the Magistrate of the District in which 
the book is printed and a number of respectable learned 
natives. 


‘The Nér-ul- Absdr holds the Magistrates very much to 
blame for taking no notice of the book until the disturbances 
broke out. 


The book was only a pretext under which the Mahomedans — 
could satisfy the grudge they have borne the Parsees ever 
since their quarrel in 1851. Of all this, however, the Magis- 
trates knew nothing, because, in the true spirit of English 
rule in India, they are content to govern by written 
reports and tabular ‘statements, and never trouble themselves 
about intercourse with the people. Much useful knowledge 

might be gained by a Magistrate who would set apart an hour 
every day for the receiving of visits from native ‘gentlemen ; 
who would keep him informed of the talk of the town, 


The writer adds, that Goveressené should: take a lesson 
from these disturbances, and see that in future no writing, of 
whatever kind, which may be likely to provoke religious ex- 
citement among any class of the public be printed or published. 
He would also warn Government against the onwarrantable 
liberties taken by Christian Missionaries, who publish unseemly 
slanders against other creeds, and in their discourses in the 


bazaars use indecent and insulting language against the-reli- 
oe institutions of the Hindoos and Musalmans. .. 


The Allygurh Institute Gazette of the 6th March secogeih 


the question of appointing ‘Qazees as registrars and judges» 
in all matters matrimonial under the Mahomedan law. By 
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this step the Civil Courts would be relieved of. it work, 
and the interests of justice would be consulted, which at pre- 
sent not seldom suffer from the i ignorance of the Courts. 


The Bengal Government has already recognized the ex- 
pediency of this change, and the Governments of the other 
presidencies. should follow this good example. 


The Koh-i- Nur and the Punjdbi.Akhbér of the 14th Marek 
have long articles on the same subject to the like effect. 

The Lawrence Gasette of the 6th March, in a communicats 

ed article, suggests that, with a view to put down dacoities, 

_which are so frequent in the Mynpoory district, Government 


ought to appoint a spec cial depar pat, « distinct fromthe Police, 
for the arrest of robbers. - 


The Rajputdnd Social Science Congr Gazette of the same 
date remarks that, as distress is now diminishing in Bengal 
and the prospects of the crops are becoming Better, Govern- 
ment would do well to lay out the surplus of the Famine 
Relief Fund, which amounts to a considerablesum, in the corrt 
trade or some other business which will bring in a yearly profit, 


and thus continually attgment the capital stock, which in time — 


will grow “e enough to meet any similar calamity here- 
after. 
‘The management of the fand should be entrusted to & 


committee, who: should be amt by rules laid down by. 


Govadatisint. 


The Koh-i-Ner of the 7th March notices a theft of pro- 
perty valued at Rs. 4 000 i in the Umballah. cantonment. 


— - 


Attention is also— hia, to the bad sanitary state of 


gy moballah ity. 


-: The Roznamcha of the same date, wlio. to the seiiaas 
of the Chief Commissioner of Oudh for raising subscriptions i in 
that province for the relief of the famine-stricken population 
of Bengal, wonders that there should be so much ado about 
the Bengal famine , while no sympathy is shown with the 
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people of Oudh, whose state: is scarcely ‘better than that of 


the Bengalees. In some places.of the province, such — 
the peeple have ‘been starving for days together. 


"The Karnaniah of ‘the 9th’ March repedts the same com- 
plaint. ‘The state of the people of Oudh is said to be scarcely 
less deplorable than that'of the inhabitants of Bengal: Not- 
withstanding that: the rubbed crops are ready, and ‘new grain 
has begun to come into market, wheat selle m Lucknow at 12 
or 18 seers (Company's weight) the rupee.. 


This dearness of grain, combined with general poverty, has 
reduced the people to extreme distress. But, unfortunately, 
while liberal: contributions are made in all parts of the country 
for the relief of the Bengalees, the wretched state of the 
inhabitants of Oudh has awakened no sympathy. The late 
Lientenant-Governor of Bengal, who used to be familiar with 
all classes.of the people, no. spaner learnt that. the rains had 
failed in his presidency, than he foresaw that a famine might 
ensue, and urged on the Viceroy the necessity of adopting 
precautionary measures for relief, and the result was that 
an appeal was made to the authorities of all presidencies, as 
well as to native chiefs and princes, to callect subscriptions to 
meet the impending calamity. Unfortunate Oudh seems not 
to be destined to receive any such consideration, and no one 
therefore attends to the distressed condition of its poor and 
helpless inhabitants. Something has been done for the allevi- 
ation of distress in the district of Gonda ; but this alone can 


be of no consequence, until arrangements for the relief of the 
poor are made in the whole provinee.. 


~ The editor hopes’ the attention of the Chief Commissioner 
oa be directed to this, 


i A correspondent of sin. Aieenee. ies 08-ah ataee 
date, writing from Coel (Allygurh), notices..two daring cases. 
of highway robbery said to have. epee there.. ‘The hada 
gulars are ag follow :-—. 


hs 
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_ da.) Asaoucax, who was going heme with a purse.df. Rs. 500 
at 8 o'clock atnight;:was strnek down-and.rebbed of:the purse 


near the old kotwalee, - The robber has not bean found. 


(b.) Baboo Deep Chund, ‘Moonsiff,.on his way to Ooel 


with his family in a cart, was attacked two miles from the eity 
by a party of six or seven robbers, who bade the travellers 


to deliver -up all their ornaments.and other valuables, and on 


their ref using, fororbly carried. away the-property. 


Under the heading “ Todgurh™ (Ajmere), the same paper 
states that’a party of Meenas fell upon. certain cultivators of 
Shekhawas; and took away four-oxen belonging'to them ; and 
that on the same day -they stripped .a woman of her-ornaments 
at Dhareshwar. It is added that, according to some, the 
authors of these outrages were the Merous, a turbulent people, 
who are notorious robbers,.and have: in. some cases quitted 
their homes in the pr and settled in the hills. 


- Government i is s asked to look after these peo ple. 


The Agra Akhbér of the 10th March has a pores ewe 
article ‘on the unfortunate condition of: candidates for tuhseel- 
darships, &e. The prescribed tests are very hard, and when 
the poor men have satisfied them all, at a great loss both of 
their time and money, fresh difficulties await them in obtaining 
a certificate ‘of good conduct from the Magistrate or Judge 
of a district, or the Principal of a College (which certificate 
must accompany the application for examination), chiefly owing 
to the fact that these officers are hardly accessible to natives, 
and that their underlings are always surly and extortionate. 
Supposing the aertificate has been.procured through the recom- 


mendation of some friend or relative, and the preseribed exa- 
mination has been passed with succese, and the diploma gained, 


even then the poor candidate has little éhanee of obtaining a 
tuhseeldarship. When a vacancy occurs in any district it is 
usually. eueele a. dependant of the Collecter, to the exclu- 
sion of the passedcandidates. Tiis-is- extremely: umjanty. 
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reflects discredit on Government, while it lowers the value. of 
the diplomas in the estimation of the po, and ruins a lar g6 
number of candidates. | 


The writer once represented the above facts to a Judge, 


_ who admitted them to be true, but remarked that, though the 


district officers were to blame inthe matter, surely the higher 
authorities, such as the Commissioners, the Sudder Board of 
Revenue, and the High Court, were more so. It ought to be 
the duty of the latter to remove the grievance complained of, 
and to see that the rules and regalations passed by Govern- 
ment are duly enforced. When, for instance, they receive a 
report from their-subordinates recommending the appointment 
of a nominee to the office of tuhseeldar or moonsiff, they ought 
to see that the post is conferred on that one of the passed can- 
didates on the list in their offices who has a right to it. 


The attention.of Government is invited to this. - 


The QOudh Akhbdr of the same date takes exception to 
the postal rule according to which letters containing coin or 
a currency note, postage stamps, hoondees, &., addressed to 
any place in India, must be registered, under pain of a douse 
registration fee if the contents of an unregistered letter of 
this kind become known. This rule may be useful where 
the sum enclosed is large, but is a source of great loss to the 
public where the sum enclosed is small. It is hardly just to 


make aman pay four annas for registering a letter which con- 
tains perhaps two annasin postage — 


The A khydr-ul-Akhbér of the same date points out thé 
teed of the removal of the Kurbula (the place of the burial 
‘of tazias) at Seetapore to some suitable locality. The present 
situation is filthy and close to the distillery, which is extremely 
disgusting to the Mahomiedans, It was formerly proposed by 
the municipal committee to remove the distillery to a dis- 


‘tance from the town; | but, nnfortunately, this has not been 
done, — 
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The Benares Akhbar of the 12th March, in its local news 
columns, states that “bad characters have. resumed their vicious 


career,” and thinks that the severe measures introduced by 
Mr. Kaye are again become necessary. : 


The Reastinehé of the same date states that, in siti 
ance with the Judicial Commissioner’ g Circular No, 29 of 
November, 1873, directing that civil petitions be in future 
written on printed forms, the Judge of the Small Caase Court, 
Lucknow, has issued a notice and posted it on the door of his’ 
Court to the effect that no petitions will be received by him 
which are not written on such forms. The price of the forms 
is three pies each, and ursee nuveeses have the sole privilege 
of sellitig them, while Penden have been debarred from ot 
ting them. — 


‘The editor is at a loss to understand why urzee nuveeses 
should enjoy such exclusive privilege, and pleaders, through 
whom the maj jority of petitions of plaints are submitted, and 
who therefore stand in constant need of them, should be pre- 
vented from obtaining: them. — 


He would also suggest that the forms should be in English 
as well as Oordoo, in order that pleaders who know English 
omy may: have no difficulty i in filling them up. 


The Lawh-i-Mahfue of the 13th March fails to see why 
the branch. post-office situated in. Stracheygunge in the 
city of Moradabad, by which people were saved the trouble 
of going two or three miles to have their letters registered or 
to post parcels, has been transferred to the sudder post-oflice, 
The change is the subject of general complaint in the city, . 


The Nir-u il-Absdr of the 15th March makes the follow- 
ing observations on the Bengal. famine :— 


There is no hope of the rubbee crops till a iaand 
outturn, while the constant drainage of grain from. all parts 
of the country to Bengal has had the effect of raising prices. 
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The demand for. carriage cattle for Bengal has emptied the 
country of bullocks, and the poorer. culti vators will be. unable 
to plough their fields for next khureef. 


The same paper gives the following account of a sorrow- 
ful case of murder which lately -happened in’ Allahabad city : 
‘¢ A young cowherd, who had just been married, went to a greve 
on the banks of the Jumna to:pluck flowers,.or, as. .some say, 
to cut wood from a kuchnar tree. He was seated on the ‘tree, 
when the angel of death suddenly appeared on the spot in 
the form of a. Eurepean—wearing a coat and a pantaloon, and 
an English hat on the head, and with a musket in one hand 
—and in the guise of a servant of the Railway Company with 
two comrades of the same genus, on the pretence of hunting. 
Notwithstanding broad daylight, Robertson took no notice of 
so big a man, and unhesitatingly shot him dead. The editor 
of the Pioneer palliates this conduct of the sportsman by saying 
that he had fired at a bird, but that:the shot missing its aim 
struck the cowherd, of whose ‘presence on the tree he was not 
aware. A fine excuse indeed! Certainly Englishmen are very 
discerning and far-sighted in matters concerning their own 
goed, but beconie wilfully bind in taking another man’s life. 
Were it not.so, and were theyto take: precaution in: killing 
human beings, they would never have conquered India. But 
even supposing that the man was accidentally shot dead by the 
European, surely Government ought not to let such rash sports: 

men go unpunished. Numerous cases of homicide of this 
kind happen every year, and drunkards and wanton and cruel 
persons find an excuse for shedding human bléod on the plea 
of accidental murder. Moreover, the commission of such a 
deed by Europeans, who are the rulers of the country, pro- 
ducea mischievous reflections in tha minds ef the peeple.” 


The Vritt Dhdrd of the 16th March thinks that India 
ought to-be represented in Parliament, just-as Scotland and 
Ireland are, and that the examinations for admission into 
‘the: Indian Civil Service, which are now held in England 


( He Y 


only, should take- place 1 18- -India also, that Hindeostaniees: _ 
be set on the same footing ‘as their Bugish followy-subjecta: 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 17th March ‘repeats sola 
of the mismanagement of the Postal Department.:’ News-" 
papers especially suffer, being éither delivered long after their 
time or lost altogether.;. and the reason is ‘that the servants of 
the post-office lend.them to their.friends to read before send-. 
ing them on to their address. . |The editor: has repeived frequent 
complaints on: the-subject from his subscribers, ‘and-he hopes. 
that due notice will be taken of the — by the ‘proper 
authorities. 


He thinks. that sass ‘good would te dons by publishing 
in 1 the Gazette of India.and the. Gazattes of the Local Govérn- 
ments,. details of the workin ig of the post-offi ces, and com plaints 
made by the public in respect of them. a 


The Strachey Gazette of the sa ate; 3 in - ite ines news 
column, mentions a serious theft ssid to have been committed 
in the house of Ameer-ood-deen .Ahmed:in mobulla Duhurya. 
(Moradabad). . The thieves broke. into, the house, hut the 
door of the ii inner room, and lighted. a damp, Meanwhile. 
the people of the house awoke and, called i in. the police ; 3. but, 
the thieves | were able to. make good. Ney _eseape through a 
hole which they made i in the back. wall, and took with them _ 
goods worth about Rs. 800, besides first setting fire to rich 
dresses worth several hundreds of rupees. 


POLITICAL (FOREIGN). 


The Marwar Gazette of the 2nd March states that nine 
Bishnoees, inhabitants of Jalour (Marwar), who were going 
to another village to purchase grain, were attacked in the 


way by a party of six. robbers of the Meena tribe, who killed 
one and wounded the rest. 


A correspondent of the Oudh Akhbdr of the 17th: March, 
Writing from Hydrabad (Deccan), says that it-is hard to say 
whether the octroj or the post-office is the greater nuisance. 


© Servants of the former oppress travellers in various ways, 
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even to the exacting of illegal dues on ‘parcels, while. the 
servants. of the latter demand postage money on delivery of 
prepaid pamphlets, lend out. posted newspapers : for a few pice, 
and are guilty of other unlawful acts. 


@DUCATIONAL). 


The Roznamché of the 4th March mentions the establish- 
ment of a Sanskrit School under the name of Satt Prakash 
Patshala in mohulla N eelgaon (Lucknow) , with the joint aid 
of Roi Brindabun, post-master, and other Hindoo gentlemen 


of the city. 


‘The Allygurh I nstitute Gazette of the 6th March publishes 
the proceedings of the meeting held at Allygurh on the 24th 
February for the obtaining of subscriptions in aid of the 
proposed Sanskrit University. The proceedings opened with 
a speech by Rajah Jai Kishen Das, C.S.I., which was fol- 
lowed by another by Moonshee Dhiraj Lall. A subscription 


list was then circulated, which was cheerfall y filled up. The 
total amount raised was Rs. 4,861. 


The Oordoo Delhi Gasette of the 14th M arch publishes a 
list of the subscriptions raised at a meeting of the Sanskrit 
Association lately held at Allahabad in aid of the Sanskrit 


University. These subscriptions vary from Re. 1 to. Rs. 250, 
‘and make up a total sum of Rs. 1 1513. 
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